
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and forever.” 2 Peter 3:18. 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

February generally is the changing month for our weather. The winter cold begins to moderate. 

We notice the increasing daylight length, especially in the morning. Even house-plants respond 

to the change. They will be stimulated into new growth. Often towards the end of this month, one 

can watch for the first gophers to appear. They arise from their hibernation through the coldest 

and worst of winter.  

 

A constant theme of Christian life is the continuing learning process. Even pastors (as most 

professionals) are commended to do yearly continuing education for professional development. 

Luther, of course, wrote the Small Cathechism for parents to use in the home to teach their 

children. Our growth in Christ is a life-long process. We cannot graduate from our need to 

continue in the study and development of our relationship with God, while we have breath in our 

physical being. When we do, we impoverish our own life.  

 

A common lament with the Christian faith tradition for Canadians is the lack of spiritual 

discipline. There is seldom a concept of repentance taught. The scriptures are seldom used for 

daily devotional use. Participation in the hearing of the Word proclaimed and the sacraments 

celebrated is minimalized. Service in the world in the name of Christ is frequently considered 

anti-social. There is a poverty in the lives of many Christian people.  

 

This month we continue through the season of Epiphany as we hear God’s manifestation of Jesus 

as the Christ. While the natural world will continue to be strengthened from death into life; 

dormancy into activity; we too can be renewed in our life in Christ Jesus. St. Peter encouraged 

the early Christians to continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

continues to be the encouragement for us today.  

 

This winter month, when the warmth of the sunshine penetrates into the inner spaces of our 

homes, we can pause to reflect and learn what God is calling us to do. The passing on the faith 

from generation to generation happens most effectively within the home. When parents and 

grandparents can tell the story of faith to the younger generations, there is growth in knowledge 

and grace.  

 

Just as the real plants within our homes and offices will grow within this month, may we also 

continue that journey in faith, coming to trust more in the grace of God to sustain us. 

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  

 


